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tween the two Powers were greatly strengthened through
a change in the Foreign Office at Vienna: Count Beust, a
Saxon who had never liked Bismarck and was inclined to
the side of France, was replaced by Count Julius Andrassy,
a Magyar and an old friend of Bismarck's.
In April, 1872, Count Andrassy suggested that Emperor
Francis Joseph should pay a return visit to Emperor Wil-
liam at Berlin, When Tsar Alexander II heard of the in-
tended visit he asked the German Ambassador in St.
Petersburg, "Have they not written to ask you whether
they would like to have me there at the same time with the
Emperor of Austria?"3
Alexander did not want to be left out in the cold while
his two brother monarchs were conferring -together. He
suggested that such a meeting of the three Eastern mon-
archs would be the strongest guarantee for the peace of
Europe and would strike a blow at the French desire for
revanche which was the most permanent menace to this
peace. But his suggestion was a little embarrassing to
Bismarck. He did not quite know how Francis Joseph
would take it. When, however, the Austrian Emperor's
consent had been secured, it was finally arranged that the
three monarchs, accompanied by their Foreign Ministers,
should visit Berlin together in the second week of Septem-
ber, 1872. This interview of the three Emperors, accom-
panied by extraordinary gala festivities meant to impress
the world, resulted in a still closer understanding between
the three Eastern Powers. Though no written agreement
was signed, and though the Foreign Ministers conferred in
pairs and not all together, there was established a close
"understanding" or "Entente a trois"—the basis for the
"League of the Three Emperors" a few months later. In
a sense, this Entente was a renewal of the old Holy Alliance
of 1815; as in the days of Alexander I and Metternich the
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